Bible Studies

Daniel (18)

The Anti-Christ

Daniel 11:32-45

Introduction


In our last lesson we learned about “the abomination that causes desolation”. Dan. 11:31 This is a term used in Dan. 9:27 and also in Dan. 8:13, where it is called “the rebellion that causes desolation”. Jesus quoted Daniel in using this expression in Matt. 24:15. An abomination is something done in rebellion against God, which He hates. It makes Him very angry because it dishonors Him. It causes desolation or destruction because God’s terrible wrath and judgment fall on those who set up an abominable thing in God’s rightful place. You remember that we learned in our last lesson that Antiochus Epiphanes built an altar to the Greek god Zeus, right at the temple! Then he had pigs offered on the altar. In this way he dishonored God and God’s people, the Jews.

Read Dan. 11:32-35

I. The people who know their God

A. What was the response of the Jews to the terrible abomination that Antiochus Epiphanes set up in the temple? Many in Israel were persuaded by his flattery to worship this false god. He corrupted those who agreed to violate God’s covenant. Here Antiochus represents the final great Anti-Christ who will use deceit and flattery. But there were some of the Jews who firmly resisted him because they knew their God. So it will be in the end time. Those who know their God will firmly resist the Anti-Christ. During Antiochus’ time those who were wise were used by God to instruct many, even though they suffered for it, being killed or captured or having all their belongings plundered. This happened to the faithful Jews under Antiochus’ persecution and it will happen again under the Anti-Christ.

B. During Antiochus’ reign the Jews revolted in the Maccabean revolt. Mattathias, a Jewish priest, had 5 sons. One of them, Judas Maccabeus, refurbished and restored the temple. Mattathias and his sons refused to submit to the false religious system of Antiochus. They fled from Jerusalem to the mountains and began the Maccabean revolt. At first only a few Jews joined them. As their movement became more popular, many joined them. (“They received a little help”) Some who joined them were sincere but others were not. The revolt caused many to fall and die. It was a time of refining and purifying of the wise and faithful ones. Some were made spotless through this testing until God’s appointed time. At the end time God will again use trials and persecutions to purify and refine His true and faithful children. Dan. 12:10; I Pet. 1:6-7

Read Dan. 11:36-39

II. The king who exalts himself

A. The vision transitions now from the king – Antiochus Epiphanes – who foreshadows the Anti-Christ to the Anti-Christ himself. The details given in these verses were not fulfilled in the life of Antiochus. One was in the past and the other is still in the future. All the detailed descriptions in the vision given up to this point took place in the 400 years after Daniel lived. To us they are history that happened over 2000 years ago. God outlined for Daniel what would happen to Israel in those years of war and suffering, and we look back and see that it all happened as God showed Daniel, down to the smallest detail. Therefore, we know that what God showed him about the end time will also take place just as God said. 

B. The leader who is introduced now is simply called “the king”. He is the “little horn” of Dan. 7:8 and “the king” of Dan. 9:26. His rise to power is described in Rev. 13:1-8 where he is called “the beast”. The events recorded in verses 36-45 will occur during the final 7 years of the 70 sevens. Dan. 9:24 This coming king – the Anti-Christ – will do just as he pleases. We studied about him in II Thess.  He is the man of lawlessness, a law unto himself. This king will be independent of any authority apart from himself, the political ruler of the world. We might call him the “Ainokea of the end time”. II Thess. 2:3 

C. He will also take to himself absolute power in the religious realm as well. He will exalt himself above every god and will say terrible and unheard-of things against the Lord God who is the God of gods. II Thess. 2:4 No one will be able to stop him. The world will be persuaded to worship him as god by the miracles the false prophet will perform in his name. Rev. 13:7-8 He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed. The time of wrath is the last 3½ years of the Great Tribulation. Rev. 16:1 God has already determined how long the Anti-Christ will be allowed to be in power. He may think that he is totally in charge, but the God whom he is defying and blaspheming has set the limits of his power and the length of his reign – and his final destination! Rev. 19:19-20
III. The god of fortresses

A. The Anti-Christ will show no regard for his religious heritage – “the gods of his fathers”. In order to gain power in the religious realm, this king will have no respect for the religious heritage of his fathers or anyone else. He will set aside all organized religion and will set himself up as the sole object of worship. Instead of depending on gods, he will depend on his own power received from Satan. We don’t know for sure what it means when it says that he will show no regard for the god “desired by women”. It may be that he will repudiate the messianic hope of Israel. Perhaps many Israelite women will be longing and hoping to become the mother of the promised Messiah. At any rate, he will have no regard for any god and will exalt himself above them all. Instead, the Anti-Christ will honor a god of fortresses or military strength.

B. This god who is unknown to his fathers may be Satan himself or one of his powerful demons. The Anti-Christ will honor this “god of war” with gold, silver, precious stones and costly gifts. Although this king will come to power offering peace through a covenant with Israel, he will not hesitate to use military power to expand his dominion. Dan. 9:27 The Anti-Christ will follow and honor the evil power that can make him victorious over all his enemies. He will not be afraid to attack the mightiest fortresses – or countries – with the help of this evil god. He will honor all those who acknowledge him by making them rulers over conquered peoples. He will distribute the land of others to his followers at a reduced price. Even though the Anti-Christ will come to power offering peace to the world, he will prove to be more interested in winning the world with war. And many will follow him because of the land and rulership he offers them.

Read Dan. 11:40-45

IV. The rebellion

A. Each event in this prophesied history will take place  “at the appointed time” (Dan. 11:27,29,35). Why? Because “what has been determined “ by God must take place. (v. 36). Things will come to a head at “the time of the end” (v. 40). Evidently Egypt (“the king of the south”) and possibly other North African or Arabian countries, will attempt a rebellion against the Anti-Christ. The king of the north (possibly Russia or Iran) will also storm out against him with lots of war machinery. They will have a great fleet of ships and lots of “chariots” and “cavalry”. Of course, we know that the people of Daniel’s day only knew about those kinds of weapons. We can be sure that in the end time the weapons will be tanks, planes, nukes and missiles, along with the infantry. Why are these nations attacking Israel and the Anti-Christ? The Arabs and Muslims have always hated Israel and wanted to destroy the Jews, but now they are also attacking the Anti-Christ. Why? No doubt it is because of the peace covenant that the Anti-Christ made with Israel at the beginning of the Tribulation – the final 7 years of the 70 sevens. Dan. 9:27 So their hatred of Israel turns into rebellion against the Anti-Christ as well.
B. Since Israel is under his control, he quickly responds to the attack on Israel. In these verses “he” or “him” always refers back to the king “who does what he pleases” – the Anti-Christ (v. 36). Probably his great army will be in Europe since he is connected with the revived Roman Empire. He will then with his army sweep through many countries like a flood. He will also invade the Beautiful Land – Israel. It’s interesting that Gabriel twice refers to Israel as “The Beautiful Land” (v. 16, 41). God told Moses that He would give the Jews a land flowing with milk and honey. That describes an abundant and beautiful land. But Israel has been fought over more than any other piece of property. For many years it was a God-forsaken land. Since 1948 the Lord has been bringing His people back to His land. That’s why it’s beautiful – because it is His land! When Christ returns to reign for 1000 years, he will return to His land!

V. He will come to his end

A. Many countries will fall when the Anti-Christ’s great army sweeps through. However, Edom, Moab and Ammon – the present country of Jordan – will be delivered from his hand. The Anti-Christ will extend his power over many countries, including Egypt. He will gain control of the gold, silver and riches of Egypt. He will bring the Libyans and Nubians into submission. These are Egypt’s allies, probably the Arab nations in the Sinai and the Persian Gulf areas. Then the Anti-Christ will hear reports from the east and the north, which will alarm him. This could refer to the army of 200 million soldiers from east of the Euphrates that is mentioned in Rev. 9:16-18. It seems that this must be an army amassed by China and possibly North Korea. At that time 1/3 of mankind will be killed by 3 plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur. It sounds very much like nuclear war.

B. When the Anti-Christ hears of this rebellion against his power, he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. It all sounds like a great and terrible war – evidently the greatest our world has ever seen. The Anti-Christ’s headquarters will be in Israel, probably in Jerusalem. Gabriel says that he will pitch his tents between the seas – the Mediterranean and Dead Seas – at the beautiful, holy mountain. Why would he make his headquarters there instead of in Europe? The Anti-Christ will be posing as Christ and many will probably accept him as Christ, the Messiah. Christ will set up His headquarters in Jerusalem during His millennial reign. Zech. 14:4,17 The Anti-Christ will be the head of a one world government and a one world church in which he is worshiped as god. But he will come to his end and no one will be able to help him. Dan. 7:11,26 This end will be at Christ’s return when He comes to reign as the true King. 

Conclusion


Praise the Lord that in the hardest times there will still be some who will hold fast. Dan. 11:32b. In the NIV: “The people who know their God will firmly resist him (the Anti-Christ).” In the NKJV: “The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” In order to resist such power and arrogance we need to really know God – in total commitment! If we cannot stand for God in these easy times, what will we do then? V. 33a says, “those who are wise will instruct many”. Let us stand firmly for the Truth so that we can instruct others in God’s truth when the world is falling apart. Those who stand up against the enemy may well pay with their lives – being killed or burned, captured or having their goods plundered. (v. 33b) It will be a time of being refined, purified and made spotless. (v. 35) Gold is not destroyed by being heated in the fire. The impurities rise to the surface where they can be removed so that the Refiner’s face can be mirrored in the pure gold. Are we willing to let God do this in us so that we can be conformed to the image of His Son Jesus?

